Religious Studies

A - Level AQA

“The unexamined life is not worth living” - Socrates

Ever since humans started to think, religion and philosophy have been a fundamental
part of our development. As people look into the vastness of space or witness the miracle
of birth, they contemplate the meaning of life and their own mortality. It has always been
this way.
In the 21st century, religion continues to addresses the same eternal human questions
about life and death, values and relationships, right and wrong. Of all the factors affecting
relationships between people of different ethnicity, culture or religion, perhaps
ignorance is the most significant. Religious Studies is an ideal opportunity to learn about
other people’s religious beliefs, and to develop community cohesion.
This is an exciting time to begin A-Level Religious Studies at the college as we launch a
fascinating new course.
What skills will I gain?
“RS A level provides an excellent foundation for a range of careers – from medicine to
public service to business. Imagine how better prepared a doctor or business professional
is if they understand the culture and customs of the individuals they are treating or
dealing with. Or how a broad and deep knowledge of different world faiths and beliefs
can help young people truly understand the context of events in the Middle East.
As our world becomes increasingly interdependent and we interact with more diverse
groups day to day, RE is becoming ever more relevant.”
Students gain critical and evaluative skills sought by higher education and employers –
particularly in law, education, social work, politics, medicine, administration and the
media. Religious studies is a thought provoking subject and the contemporary themes
will inspire engaging classroom discussion.
How will I be assessed?
Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.
There are two assessed components. Students must take assessments in both
Component 1 – Philosophy of religion and ethics; and Component 2 – Study of religion
and dialogues
There will be two written exams:
1x 2hours
1x 3 hours.
There is no coursework.
Who’s it for?
Religious Studies is an inclusive subject, designed for people of any faith and no faith. It is
not necessary to have taken Religious Studies at GCSE, although students who have a
GCSE will find that the AS/A level builds on their knowledge, understanding and skills. You
should give this course serious consideration if you are interested in religion and
philosophy.
It will be of great value to those considering employment in a field where understanding
different beliefs and ethical values is important. Key skills will be developed such as
critical thinking, analysing arguments and communication which are essential in so many
careers.
We welcome all students who are independent, organised and can manage their time,
although we usually recommend a good grade in English, as you will be required to read
and analyse information in order to focus your discussion and written essays.
See Mrs Barron or your RPE teacher for further information.
gbarron@cityleicester.Leicester.sch.uk

