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DearTCOLCStudent,

Thenext three yearsof youreducationwill provideyouwith the basethat youwill needto moveinto adult

life. At the Cityof LeicesterCollege,our KS4 curriculumprovidesyou with exceptionalopportunitiesand

offersyouoneof the widest,andmostvariedchoices,of anyschoolin Leicester. Althoughit iscompulsory

that you follow theΨŎƻǊŜΩsubjects,we providemanyalternativepathwaysfor the curriculumthat you will

choose.

Youare required to continuewith the coresubjectsof English,Mathematics,Science,Personal& Social

Enterprise; Religion,PhilosophyandEthics,andPhysicalEducationthroughoutYear9. At the endof Year9

studentscontinuingwith Religion,PhilosophyandEthicswill takethisasa GCSE- unlesstheyhaveoptedto

studythe SeparateSciences.

Youthen needto think about the skillsyou have,what you enjoyand what you are goodat. Youshould

understandthe importanceof selectingone of the keyfacilitatingsubjectsthat we offer, astheselay the

foundations for future study and/or training at the end of Key Stage4. Thesesubjectsare: History,

Geography, French, SpanishandComputerScience. Weexpecteverystudentto selectat leastoneof these

subjects. Thischoice,alongwith your other option choices,will be madeasa collectivedecisionbetween

you, your parents/carersand your teachers,basedon your interests,your ability and your future career

plans.

Youneed to choosethe coursesthat are goingto be right for you, carefullyreadingthrough the subject

sheetsin this curriculumbooklet. Thisis the first part of the decision-makingprocess. Youshouldconsider

the content of the courses,your interest in the topicsand how well you think you will do, by listeningto

feedbackfrom teachersandpayingattention to the Attitudeto Learning(AToL) columnon your latestYear

8 progressreport.

Gettingthis right nowwill significantlyimproveyourchancesof successandhappiness. Youroptionswill be

reviewedat the endof Year9 with aviewto further reducingthe subjectsthat youstudyto GCSElevel.

Youwill needto understandthe different levelsof qualifications,suchasLevel1, Level2 andLevel3. The

GCSEgradingsystemnow alsoworkswith numbers,asopposedto lettered grades. Level1 gradesrange

from 1-4, with Level2 gradesrangingfrom 5- 9. Youwill needto achieveLevel2 qualificationsto goon to

studyLevel3 courses(ALevelsandtheir equivalents)in our SixthForm.

Youwill havean opportunity to find out more about the manysubjectsand courseson offer during the

OptionsEveningon Thursday13th February. In additionto this,youwill havetime to researchanddiscuss

coursesin registrations,PersonalandSocialEnterpriseslessonsandyour free time at home!

Eachof youwill alsobe invitedto an interviewwith your parents/carerson Wednesday6th March. During

this interviewwe will discussyour options,and after the Easterholiday,you will receivean offer of your

own personalisedprogramme,basedon all the informationyou provideandthe coursesthat we areable

to run.

As you are the most important personin this process,I hope that you will give yourself the time and

opportunityto be well-informedandreflect uponwhat kindof learningexperiencesyouenjoy,beforeyou

makeyour life choices. Rememberweareall hereto help,sojustask.

GoodLuck!

Ms. AGregory(HeadTeacher)
32022 Examination Series
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Core Subjects at TCOLC
Generalinformation
Thecore curriculumis that part of the curriculumwhichevery
studentwill followat TheCityof LeicesterCollege.

Therefore,you do not need to include any of these course
subjectsin your choiceslater on. You will not all follow the
samecoursein these subjectsas they vary accordingto your
individuallevels.

Theseare the subjectsthat makeup our core curriculumoffer
CompulsoryBucketOne:

ÅEnglish
ÅMathematics
ÅScience*
ÅPersonalandSocialEnterprise
ÅPhysicalEducation
ÅReligiousStudies,Philosophy& Ethics
ÅPSHE

In English,you will havethe possibilityof gainingTWOGCSEs
(EnglishLanguageand EnglishLiterature)and in Mathematics,
ONEGCSE.

*In Science,you will either study the COMBINEDTRILOGY
(previouslyknownasdoublescience),studyingkeyelementsof
Biology,Physicsand Chemistryand gainingTWOGCSEsor the
rigorousSEPARATESCIENCEScourse(previouslyknownasTriple
Science),studyingBiology,Physicsand Chemistryin full depth
andgainingTHREEGCSEs. Yourscienceteacherwill recommend
whichisthe mostsuitableoptionfor you.

PleaseNote
Youneedto knowwhatyouwill studyduringthe corecurriculum
at KS4, sopleasereadaboutthesesubjectsin the first sectionof
thisbooklet,justascarefullyaseveryothersubjectonoffer.
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EnglishGCSE (AQA)

General information
The course is comprised of two separate GCSE qualifications that are taught 
alongside each other over three years. You will work towards achieving a 
GCSE in both English Language and English Literature. 

Throughout the three year course,  you will cover a variety of modern and 
classic literature,  as well as a wide range of non fiction texts from the 19th, 
20th and 21st Centuries. The courses allow you to develop your own writing 
skills as well as your ability to analyse texts from many different contexts.

In Year 9 you will begin to develop the skills required for your GCSE and will 
study a wide range of GCSE texts including poetry, prose and drama to 
prepare you for your exams in year 11. 

How is the course assessed?
English Literature
You will prepare for an exam at the end of the course over the three year 
period. You will be assessed throughout the course in a series of PPEs (mock 
exams). There will be two papers at the end of year 11 which will be 
completed under exam conditions. Paper 1 will examine Shakespeare and the 
19th Century novel, Paper 2 will examine Poetry and Modern prose or drama.

English Language
You will prepare for an exam at the end of the course over the three year 
period. You will be assessed throughout the course in a series of PPEs (mock 
exams). There will be two papers at the end of year 11 which will be 
completed under exam conditions. Both papers will require you to analyse a 
range of literary non fiction texts and to write creatively.

Who is it for?
As English is a core subject, all students will be studying GCSE English 
Language and English Literature. All students will be entered for English 
Language and the majority will also be entered for English Literature.

Progression?
The course provides an excellent progression route into English Literature and 
Language/English Literature A Level as well as A Level Media. You will develop 
essential  knowledge and skills including those involved in reading and 
analysing literature and creative writing. GCSE English Literature and 
Language aim to provide you with literacy skills that can be applied to a range 
of subjects.

Who can I contact for further information and support?
Curriculum Leader: Ms L Pennifold
Director of English: Ms A Lidbury 
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How is the course assessed?
GCSE Mathematics at TCOLC is taught in a series of 6 units of work each 
lasting approximately 6 weeks.  At the end of each unit you will complete a 
short 20-minute open book assessment to check your understanding, and 
each year these units build on prior learning.

There will also be up to three larger assessments during the year which will 
test your knowledge across a range of topic areas.

The units of work cover skills from each of the following areas:

The TCOLC Approach
We believe in teaching students according to their stage of mathematical 
learning, not according to the year group they are in, so a high ability year 7 
student will be covering similar content to many year 10 and 11 students.  
This approach means we are able to cater to the individual needs of each 
student, and in particular are able to stretch students no matter what their 
current ability is.

Setting by ability
We place students into ability groups at the beginning of their time at 
TCOLC, initially based on their primary school data.  This ability setting is 
then adjusted as we get to know you, and there are regular opportunities 
for you to change groups depending on your progress.  The aim is always to 
make sure you are working at the right level to stretch and challenge you, 
whilst ensuring that the work is still accessible.

How can I extend my learning?
You will be set regular homework to complete, and you have access to 
online resources to help with your Mathematics course, including 
SharePoint which contains a set of tutorial videos and practice worksheets, 
and the extremely useful websites MyMathsand HegartyMaths.

Who I can contact for further information and support?
Curriculum Leader: Mr P Williams 
Director of Maths: Mrs D Cooley

Number sense

Geometry and measures

Algebra

Ratio,proportion and rates of change

Probability 

Statistics

Maths GCSE (AQA)
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How is the course assessed?
All students follow the AQACombined Science: Trilogy syllabus. There are a 24 units in combined 
science, which are all examined at the end of year 11 across 6 separate exams. Some of these units are 
taught in year 9 and 10, so it important that you have good study habits to ensure that you reach your 
full potential. You will also have to carry out maths skills and prescribed practicals, which you will also be 
tested on in the exams at the end of year 11.

Each of the 6 papers is made up of:
Å40% Recall of knowledge
Å40% Application of knowledge
Å20% Analysing information

Biology
ÅExamination Paper 1 (Topics 

1-4)  50%
ÅExamination Paper 2 (Topics 

5-7)  50%
ÅBoth Papers will be 1hr 

15mins
Å10% of the overall paper 

will be math skills
Å15% of the overall paper 

will be base on the 6 
practical's you will complete 
during the course

Units Studied:

1. Cell Biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and Response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and Response
6. Inheritance variation and 

Evolution
7. Ecology

Combined Science (Trilogy)
GCSE (AQA)

Who can I contact for further information and support?
¢ƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ teacher
Å Curriculum Leaders ςMr D Austin, Miss N Plumtree or Mrs 

D Vaghela
Å Director of Science ςMr A Heywood

Chemistry
ÅExamination Paper 1 

(Topics 1-5)  50%
ÅExamination Paper 2 

(Topics 6-10)  50%
ÅBoth Papers will be 1hr 

15mins
Å20% of the overall paper 

will be math skills
Å15% of the overall paper 

will be base on the 6 
practicalsyou will 
complete during the 
course

Units Studied:

1. Atomic structure and the 
Periodic Table

2. Bonding and Structure
3. Quantitative Chemistry
4. Chemical Changes
5. Energy Changes
6. Rate of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere
10.Using resources

Physics
ÅExamination Paper 1 

(Topics 1-4)  50%
ÅExamination Paper 2 

(Topics 5-7)  50%
ÅBoth Papers will be 1hr 

15mins
Å30% of the overall paper 

will be math skills
Å15% of the overall paper 

will be base on the 6 
practical's you complete 
during the course

Units Studied:

1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Particle model of 

matter
4. Radioactivity
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism
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Course Outline
There are 7 units taught in Biology, GCSE, all examined at the end of year 11. 
These units are taught in year 9 and 10 so it is important that you have good 
study habits to enable you to reach your full potential this year. In order to be 
successful on the course, you will also have to demonstrate  high levels of 
mathematical skill, and complete prescribed practical's which you will also be 
tested on in the exams at the end of year 11.

How is the course assessed?
Examination Paper 1 (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 1-4 (50% of the GCSE)
Examination Paper 2  (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 5-7 (50% of the GCSE)
Each exam is made up of: 
Å40% Recall of Knowledge
Å40% Applying knowledge
Å20% Analysing information 

Å10% of the overall paper will involve applying mathematical skills
Å15% of the overall paper will be based on the 8 practical experiments you 

have to complete during the course.

Units Studied
1. Cell Biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and Response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and Response
6. Inheritance variation and Evolution
7. Ecology

Supporting your child?
ÅEnsure your child has the correct revision guide
ÅThey should be using their revision guide every week to develop revision 

notes/cards. This should an ongoing process ςnot something that should be 
left until exam time.

ÅUse revision websites
ÅAttend enrichment lessons
ÅPractice exam questions

Who I can contact for further information and support?
Å {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ teacher
Å Curriculum Leader ςMr D Austin
Å Director of Science ςMr A Heywood

Separate Sciences Biology
GCSE (AQA)
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Course Outline
There are 10 units taught in Chemistry, GCSE all examined at the end of year 
11. These units are taught in year 9 and 10 so it is important that you have 
good study habits to enable you to reach your full potential this year. In order 
to be successful on the course, you will also have to demonstrate  high levels of 
mathematical skill, and complete prescribed practical's which you will also be 
tested on in the exams at the end of year 11.

How is the course assessed?
Examination Paper 1 (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 1-5 (50% of the GCSE)
Examination Paper 2  (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 6-10 (50% of the GCSE)
Each paper is made up of
Å40% Recall of Knowledge
Å40% Apply knowledge
Å20% Analyse information 

Å20% of the overall paper will involve applying mathematical skills
Å15% of the overall paper will be based on the 8 practical experiments you 

have to complete during the course

The units that are studied:
1. Atomic structure and the Periodic Table
2. Bonding, Structure and the Properties of Matter
3. Quantitative Chemistry
4. Chemical Changes
5. Energy Changes
6. Rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10.Using resources

Supporting your child?
ÅEnsure your child has the correct revision guide
ÅThey should be using their revision guide every week to develop revision 

notes/cards. Use revision websites
ÅAttend enrichment lessons
ÅPractice exam questions

Separate Sciences Chemistry
GCSE (AQA)

Who I can contact for further information and support?
Å {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ teacher
Å Curriculum Leader ςMr N Plumtree
Å Director of Science ςMr A Heywood
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Course Outline 
There are 8 units taught in  GCSE Physics, all examined at the end of year 
11. These units are taught in year 9 and 10 so it is important that you have 
good study habits to enable you to reach your full potential this year. In 
order to be successful on the course, you will also have to demonstrate high 
levels of mathematical skill, and complete prescribed practicalswhich you 
will also be tested on in the exams at the end of year 11.

How is the course assessed?
Examination Paper 1 (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 1-5 (50% of the GCSE)
Examination Paper 2  (1hr 45mins) ςTopics 6-10 (50% of the GCSE)
Each paper is made up of
Å40% Recall of Knowledge
Å40% Apply knowledge
Å20% Analyse information 

Å30% of the overall paper will involve applying mathematical skills
Å15% of the overall paper will be based on the 8 practical experiments you 

have to complete during the course

The units that are studied:
ÅEnergy
ÅElectricity
ÅParticle model of matter
ÅRadioactivity
ÅForces
ÅWaves
ÅMagnetism and electromagnetism
ÅSpace

What can parents/carers do to support you?
ÅEnsure your child has the correct revision guide
ÅThey should be using their revision guide every week to develop revision 

notes/cards. This should be an ongoing process ςnot something that 
should be left until exam time.

ÅUse revision websites
ÅAttend enrichment lessons
ÅPractice exam questions

Who can I contact for more information and support?
Å ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ teacher
Å Curriculum Leader ςMrs D Vaghela
Å Director of Science ςMr A Heywood

Separate Sciences Physics
GCSE (AQA)
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All students will follow RPE in year 9 as part of the statutory requirements. 
Those who continue with RPE as a GCSE will follow the course outlined below:

Subject content
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
Component 2: Thematic Studies

What's assessed? 
For component 1 we will be learning about beliefs, teachings and practices 
from Christianity and Buddhism. 
For component 2 we are studying:
ÅTheme C: The Existence of God
ÅTheme D: Peace and conflict.
ÅTheme E: Crime and punishment.
ÅTheme F: Human rights and social justice
These four themes are explored from the perspective of several religious 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƻ ΨōƛƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
as well as the knowledge they have gained from their study of Christianity and 
Buddhism.

How is the course assessed?
2  X Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
50% of GCSE per component. 
There is no coursework for this course.

What should I do to achieve?
Å It is important that students have up-to-date, complete and detailed notes. 

Students must keep all notes/handouts and folders from the start of the 
GCSE course, as these will be their main resource for revision in Year 11.

ÅFull attendance to all lessons is vital. There is a large amount of content to 
cover, and missing even one lesson can have an impact.

ÅWe always encourage you to do extra reading and research around the 
topics you are studying. Watching the news is a great way to start thinking 
about the relevance of our topics.

How can parents/carers can help students achieve?
ÅAsk your child to tell you what they are studying. Encourage them to 

explain the topics ςget them to teach you, in other words.
ÅEncourage your child to attend revision sessions when they become 

available, and emphasise their benefits.
ÅIŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǎǘǎΦ .ƻǊǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ 

them questions to test their knowledge. 
ÅAttend the Subject Evenings with your child, so that we can discuss his/her 

progress.

Who can I contact for further information and support:
Curriculum Leader: MsG Barron 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics GCSE (AQA)
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Course Outline
Students are encouraged to be thoughtful, reflective and analytical as they 
explore current social and political issues that will impact them as citizens of 
the world. They are encouraged to explore these issues through speech, 
movement and debate. 

Statutory requirements: 
Section нΦр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
make provision for personal, social, health and economic education. In 
addition to this the Department for Education states pupils should receive 
drug education, financial education, sex and relationship education (SRE) 
and stress the importance of physical activity and diet for a healthy lifestyle.'

Topics we will cover:
ÅRelationships 
ÅEconomic and financial capability 
ÅThe legal system 
ÅCareers
ÅSex and Relationship education 
ÅDrug awareness 
ÅOnline safety 
ÅMental Health 
ÅHealth and Wellbeing
ÅStudy skills 
ÅPersonal health and well- being 

How this be delivered:
Students receive 1 hour per week of PSHE education provided by a 
dedicated team. There is no exam or assessments in PSHE the focus is 
around developing individuals to be confident, well ςinformed, responsible 
citizens

How parents / carers can help students achieve:
ÅEncourage discussions around the topics we cover at TCOLC at home as 

well. 
ÅEmphasize the importance of  completing homework 
ÅEnsure your child has correct equipment for learning 

Events to make a note of:
ÅWarning zone ςonline safety production 
ÅHeartwizetraining ςfirst aid and resuscitation training 
ÅLoricleader and Prefect elections 

Who can I contact for more information and support?
PSHE Co-ordinator: Mrs L Jones

PSHE Personal, Social, and Health Education 
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Core Physical Education 
(Non accredited)
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Course Outline
Studentswill be giventhe opportunityto developcognitively,physicallyand
sociallyin a seriesof different performanceandsport relatedenvironments.
Eachstudentwill beencouragedto strivefor improvement,whetherthat be
in relation to technicalperformance,leadershipbehavioursor self-esteem
andconfidence. Thecourseendeavoursto supporteachstudentspursuitof
anactiveandhealthylifestylewhilstsafeguardingtheir generalwellbeing.

Statutory requirements: 
PhysicalEducationisa compulsorypart of the curriculumfor all studentsup
until the ageof 16. Thesuggestedamountof curriculumfor studentson this
courseis a minimumof two hour per week. Thisprovisionvariesbetween
years9, 10and11at TheCityof LeicesterCollege.

Topics we will cover:

ÅFootball
ÅBasketball
ÅDance
ÅNetball
ÅBadminton
ÅCricket
ÅAthletics
ÅTable Tennis

How this be delivered:
Studentswill receive2 hoursa weekin year9 and1 hour per weekin years
10 and 11. Eachstudent will experiencea variety of sport and exercise
related performanceopportunitieswhilst being encourageto think about
their performance in a analytical way. Links will be made across the
curriculumand knowledgefrom subjectssuchas Science,Maths, English,
History and Sociology will be applied to the practical performance
environment.

How parents / carers can help students achieve:
ÅEncouragediscussionsaroundthe topicswe coverat TCOLCat homeas

wellandto watch/takeaninterestin a varietyof sports.
ÅEmphasizethe importanceof completinghomework
ÅEnsureyour child has correct PEkit for performance,both inside the

sportshallandoutsideon the field.

Who I can contact for further advice / help:
Curriculum Leader: Mr Simon McGeehan
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OptionCategory2
(Bucket2):

Generalinformation
These subjects are part of the bucket 2
category. Studentsmust pick at least one of
thesesubjectswithin their 4 availableoptions.

This includes all students, even those who
haveoptedto choosethe separatesciences:

ÅComputerScience
ÅGeography
ÅHistory
ÅSpanish
ÅFrench



General information
This course will give you a real, in-depth understanding
of how computer technology works.  You will no doubt be familiar with 
the use of computers and other related technology from other subjects 
and elsewhere. However, this course will give you an insight into what 
ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
will find absorbing. 

How is the course assessed?

Who is it for?
You should give this course serious consideration if:
ÅYou have a desire to develop an understanding of current and 

emerging technologies and how they work
ÅYou are able to use algorithms in computer programs
ÅYou have a strong working knowledge of mathematics
ÅYou have the ability and motivation to work independently
ÅYou can apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and 

understanding of IT in a range of context
ÅYou have developed computer programs ςto solve problems
ÅYou understand the need to evaluate the effectiveness of computer 

programs / solutions and the impact 

Progression?
The course provides an excellent natural progression into A-level 
Computer Science qualification. You will develop essential knowledge and 
skills including those involved in programming, algorithms, problem-
solving, researching, testing and evaluating; which will be of great benefit 
in a variety of future careers.

Who can I contact for more information and support?
Curriculum Leader: Mr N Jamal 

Unit Assessment Weighting

Unit 01: Computer Systems Written Paper 40%

Unit 02:Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms & Programming

Written Paper 30%

Unit 03/04: Programming Project Coursework 30%

Computer Science
GCSE (OCR)
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