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Justice: What’s the Right thing to Do? 
In this acclaimed book Michael Sandel - BBC Reith Lecturer and the Harvard 
professor whose 'Justice' course has become world famous - gives us a lively 
and accessible introduction to the intersection of politics and philosophy. He 
helps us think our way through such hotly contested issues as equal rights, 
democracy, euthanasia, abortion, and same-sex marriage, as well as the 
ethical dilemmas we face every day. 

 

 

A Little History of Religion 
For curious readers young and old, a rich and colourful history of religion 
from humanity's earliest days to our own contentious times. In an era of 
hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious violence, this book 
offers a welcome antidote.  
Richard Holloway retells the entire history of religion-from the dawn of 
religious belief to the twenty-first century-with deepest respect and a keen 
commitment to accuracy.  
Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for young 
readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and 
mystery, and calmly restores a sense of the value of faith.  
Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism, Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief 
comes from, the search for meaning throughout history, today's fascinations 
with Scientology and creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities 
between religious people and secularists, and more. 

 

 

The Case for God 
There is widespread confusion about the nature of religious truth. For the 
first time in history, a significantly large number of people want nothing to 
do with God. Militant atheists preach a gospel of godlessness with the zeal 
of missionaries and find an eager audience. 
Tracing the history of faith from the Palaeolithic Age to the present, Karen 
Armstrong shows that meaning of words such as 'belief', 'faith', and 'mystery' 
has been entirely altered, so that atheists and theists alike now think and 
speak about God - and, indeed, reason itself - in a way that our ancestors 
would have found astonishing. 
Does God have a future? Karen Armstrong examines how we can build a 
faith that speaks to the needs of our troubled and dangerously polarised 
world. 

 

 

The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction 
Crusading fervour gripped Europe for over 200 years, creating one of the 
most extraordinary, vivid episodes in world history. Whether the Crusades 
are regarded as the most romantic of Christian expeditions, or the last of the 
barbarian invasions, they have fascinated generations ever since, and their 
legacy of ideas and imagery has resonated through the centuries, inspiring 
Hollywood movies and great works of literature. Even today, to invoke the 
Crusades is to stir deep cultural myths, assumptions, and prejudices. Yet 
despite their powerful hold on our imaginations, our knowledge of them 
remains obscured an distorted by time. Were the Crusaders motivated by 
spiritual rewards, or by greed?  



 
 

Ethics: A Very Short Introduction 
Our self-image as moral, well-behaved creatures is dogged by scepticism, 
relativism, hypocrisy, and nihilism, by the fear that in a Godless world science 
has unmasked us as creatures fated by our genes to be selfish and tribalistic, 
or competitive and aggressive. In this 'sparklingly clear' (Guardian) 
introduction to ethics Simon Blackburn tackles the major moral questions 
surrounding birth, death, happiness, desire, and freedom, showing us how we 
should think about the meaning of life, and how we should mistrust the 
soundbite-sized absolutes that often dominate moral debates.  

 
 
 

Philosophy: A Graphic Guide  
Philosophers have always enjoyed asking awkward and provocative 
questions, such as: What is the nature of reality? What are human beings 
really like? What is special about the human mind and consciousness? Are 
we free to choose who we are and what we do? Can we prove that God 
exists? Can we be certain about anything at all? What is truth? Does 
language provide us with a true picture of the world? How should we behave 
towards each other? Do computers think? Introducing Philosophy is a 
comprehensive graphic guide to the thinking of all the significant 
philosophers of the Western world from Heraclitus to Derrida. It examines 
and explains their key arguments and ideas without being obscure or solemn. 
Lively and accessible, it is the perfect introduction to philosophers and 
philosophical ideas for anyone coming to the subject for the first time. 

 

The God Delusion 
The God Delusion caused a sensation when it was published in 2006. Within 
weeks it became the most hotly debated topic, with Dawkins himself 
branded as either saint or sinner for presenting his hard-hitting, impassioned 
rebuttal of religion of all types. 
The God Delusion is a brilliantly argued, fascinating polemic that will be 
required reading for anyone interested in this most emotional and important 
subject. 

 

Do No Harm 
What is it like to be a brain surgeon? 
How does it feel to hold someone's life in your hands, to cut through the 
stuff that creates thought, feeling and reason? How do you live with the 
consequences when it all goes wrong? 
Do No Harm offers an unforgettable insight into the highs and lows of a life 
dedicated to operating on the human brain, in all its exquisite complexity. 
With astonishing candour and compassion, Henry Marsh reveals the 
exhilarating drama of surgery, the chaos and confusion of a busy modern 
hospital, and above all the need for hope when faced with life's most 
agonising decisions. 

 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
Offred lives in The Republic of Gilead. To some, it is a utopian vision of the 
future, a place of safety, a place where everyone has a purpose, a function. 
But the Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. 
Brilliantly conceived and executed, The Handmaid's Tale is a bold evocation 
of twenty-first century America that gives full rein to Margaret Atwood's 
devastating irony, wit, and astute perception. 



 

 

10 Billion 
It's a book about you, your children, your parents, your friends. It's about 
every one of us. It's about our failure: failure as individuals, the failure of 
business, and the failure of our politicians. 
It is about an unprecedented planetary emergency. 

 

The Bottom Billion 
In this elegant and impassioned synthesis from one of the world's leading 
experts on Africa and poverty, economist Paul Collier writes persuasively 
that although nearly five billion of the world's people are beginning to climb 
from desperate poverty and to benefit from globalization's reach to 
developing countries, there is a "bottom billion" of the world's poor whose 
countries, largely immune to the forces of global economy, are falling farther 
behind and are in danger of falling apart, separating permanently and 
tragically from the rest of the world. Collier identifies and explains the four 
traps that prevent the homelands of the world's billion poorest people from 
growing and receiving the benefits of globalization - civil war, the discovery 
and export of natural resources in otherwise unstable economies, being 
landlocked and therefore unable to participate in the global economy 
without great cost, and finally, ineffective governance. As he demonstrates 
that these billion people are quite likely in danger of being irretrievably left 
behind, Collier argues that we cannot take a "headless heart" approach to 
these seemingly intractable problems; rather, that we must harness our 
despair and our moral outrage at these inequities to a reasoned and 
thorough understanding of the complex and interconnected problems that 
the world's poorest people face. 

 

 

Population 10 Billion 
Before May 2011 the top demographics experts of the United Nations had 
suggested that world population would peak at 9.1 billion in 2100, and then 
fall to 8.5 billion people by 2150. In contrast, the 2011 revision suggested 
that 9.1 billion would be achieved much earlier, maybe by 2050 or before, 
and by 2100 there would be 10.1 billion of us. What's more, they implied 
that global human population might still be slightly rising in our total 
numbers a century from now. So, what shall we do? Are there too many 
people on the planet? Is this the end of life as we know it? Distinguished 
geographer Professor Danny Dorling thinks we should not worry so much 
and that, whatever impending doom may be around the corner, we will deal 
with it when it comes. In a series of fascinating chapters, he charts the rise of 
the human race from its origins to its end-point of population 10 billion. 
Thus, he shows that while it took until about 1988 to reach 5 billion, we 
reached 6 billion by 2000, 7 billion eleven years later and will reach 8 billion 
by 2025. By recording how we got here, Dorling is able to show us the key 
issues that we face in the coming decades: how we will deal with scarcity of 
resources; how our cities will grow and become more female; why the 
change that we should really prepare for is the population decline that will 
occur after 10 billion. 



 

 

Factfulness 
When asked simple questions about global trends―what percentage of the 
world’s population live in poverty; why the world’s population is increasing; 
how many girls finish school―we systematically get the answers wrong. So 
wrong that a chimpanzee choosing answers at random will consistently 
outguess teachers, journalists, Nobel laureates, and investment bankers. 
Factfulness offers a radical new explanation of why this happens. It reveals 
the ten instincts that distort our perspective―from our tendency to divide 
the world into two camps (usually some version of us and them) to the way 
we consume media (where fear rules) to how we perceive progress (believing 
that most things are getting worse). 
Our problem is that we don’t know what we don’t know, and even our 
guesses are informed by unconscious and predictable biases. It turns out that 
the world, for all its imperfections, is in a much better state than we might 
think. That doesn’t mean there aren’t real concerns. But when we worry 
about everything all the time instead of embracing a worldview based on 
facts, we can lose our ability to focus on the things that threaten us most. 
Inspiring and revelatory, filled with lively anecdotes and moving stories, 
Factfulness is a new thinking habit that will change the way you see the 
world and empower you to respond to challenges and opportunities of the 
future. 

 

Peoplequake 
Wherever we look, population is the driver of the most toxic issues on the 
political agenda. But the population bomb is being defused. Half the world's 
women are having two children or fewer. Within a generation, the world's 
population will be falling. And we will all be getting very old. 
So should we welcome the return to centre stage of the tribal elders? Or is 
humanity facing a fate worse than environmental apocalypse? 
Brilliant, heretical, and accessible to all, Fred Pearce takes on the matter that 
is fundamental to who we are and how we live, confronting our demographic 
demons. 

 

This is the Way the World Ends 
The world itself won’t end, of course. Only ours will: our livelihoods, our 
homes, our cultures. And we’re squarely at the tipping point. Longer 
droughts in the Middle East. Growing desertification in China and Africa. The 
monsoon season shrinking in India. Amped-up heat waves in Australia. More 
intense hurricanes reaching America. Water wars in the Horn of Africa. 
Rebellions, refugees, and starving children across the globe. These are not 
disconnected events. These are the pieces of a larger puzzle that 
environmental expert Jeff Nesbit puts together. Unless we start addressing 
the causes of climate change and stop simply navigating its effects, we will 
be facing a series of unstoppable catastrophes by the time our pre-schoolers 
graduate from college. Our world is in trouble – right now. This Is the Way 
the World Ends tells the real stories of the substantial impacts to Earth’s 
systems unfolding across each continent. The bad news? Within two 
decades or so, our carbon budget will reach a point of no return. But there’s 
good news. Like every significant challenge we’ve faced - from creating 
civilisation in the shadow of the last ice age to the Industrial Revolution - we 
can get out of the boxed canyon by understanding the realities, changing the 
worn-out climate conversation to one that’s relevant to every person. Nesbit 
provides a clear blueprint for real-time, workable solutions we can tackle 
together. 



 

Dead Aid: Why aid is not working and how there is another way for Africa 
Dambisa Moyo's Dead Aid reveals why millions are actually poorer because 
of aid, unable to escape corruption and reduced, in the West's eyes, to a 
childlike state of beggary. 
We all want to help. Over the past fifty years $1 trillion of development aid 
has flowed from Western governments to Africa, with rock stars and actors 
campaigning for more. But this has not helped Africa. It has ruined it. 
Dead Aid shows us another way. Using hard evidence to illustrate her case, 
Moyo shows how, with access to capital and with the right policies, even the 
poorest nations can turn themselves around. First, we must destroy the myth 
that aid works - and make charity history. 

 

A Crack in the Edge of the World 
In the early morning hours of April 18, 1906, San Francisco, and a string of 
towns to its north-northwest and the south-southeast were overcome by an 
enormous shaking that was compounded by the violent shocks of an 
earthquake, registering 8.25 on the Richter scale. The quake resulted from a 
rupture in a part of the San Andreas fault, which lies underneath the earth's 
surface along the northern coast of California. Lasting little more than a 
minute, the earthquake wrecked 490 blocks, toppled a total of 25,000 
buildings, broke open gas mains, cut off electric power lines throughout the 
Bay area, and effectively destroyed the gold rush capital that had stood 
there for a half century. 
Perhaps more significant than the tremors and rumbling, which affected a 
swatch of California more than 200 miles long, were the fires that took over 
the city for three days, leaving chaos and horror in its wake. The human 
tragedy included the deaths of upwards of 700 people, with more than 
250,000 left homeless. It was perhaps the worst natural disaster in the 
history of the United States. 
Simon Winchester brings his inimitable storytelling abilities--as well as his 
unique understanding of geology--to this extraordinary event, exploring not 
only what happened in northern California in 1906 but what we have 
learned since about the geological underpinnings that caused the earthquake 
in the first place. But his achievement is even greater: he positions the 
quake's significance along the earth's geological timeline and shows the 
effect it had on the rest of twentieth-century California and American 
history. 

 

An Idiot Abroad 
Karl Pilkington isn't keen on travelling. Given the choice, he'll go on holiday 
to Devon or Wales or, at a push, eat English food on a package holiday in 
Majorca. Which isn't exactly Michael Palin, is it? So, what happened when he 
was convinced by Ricky Gervais and Stephen Merchant to go on an epic 
adventure to see the Seven Wonders of the World? 

 

Krakatoa 
Simon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of the Indonesian 
island of Krakatoa in 1883 charts the birth of our modern world. He tells the 
story of the unrecognized genius who beat Darwin to the discovery of 
evolution; of Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed the world to 
talk; of Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer and father of 
geology. In breath-taking detail, he describes how one island and its 
inhabitants were blasted out of existence and how colonial society was 
turned upside-down in a cataclysm whose echoes are still felt to this day. 

 
 
 


